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Housing waiting list multiplied by seven under the GSD Government 
 
It is simply not credible for the Opposition to be critical of the Government for not 
having started to build houses after only eleven months in office when it took them 
over seven years when they were in Government. The latest statement that they 
have issued on the subject is nothing more than a transparent attempt to airbrush 
over the facts and move the goalposts once they have been caught out. 
 
Nobody is saying that the GSD did not build any houses during the sixteen years that 
they were in office. This would have been the absolute limit. What the Government is 
saying is that they failed to do so in a timely manner to meet the demand that existed. 
The consequence of this was that while luxury flats for the well off were going up all 
over Gibraltar, there was no parallel construction of affordable or low-cost homes to 
cater for the lower end of the market until virtually the last minute.  This was 
recognised even by Mr Caruana himself after the 2003 general election. 
 
The consequence of this, as has been acknowledged in the past, was that more and 
more people were pushed to live in Spain because they could not afford to live in 
Gibraltar. Many of them registered at addresses with relatives in Gibraltar in the 
meantime. This explains the uptake on the separate list for returning Gibraltarians. 
 
The other point that the Opposition have missed completely, is that the GSLP/Liberal 
Government puts its own projects to the Development and Planning Commission in 
public for consultation. This marked the start of the consultation process in relation to 
the projects to refurbish Laguna, Glacis and Moorish Castle Estates. It was followed 
up by meetings with the different tenants associations. The end of the consultation 
process was followed by the decision to refurbish the estates but not proceed with 
the extra floor. The extra floor was not a manifesto commitment anyway. 
 
The consultative and listening approach adopted by the Government, contrasts 
sharply with the authoritarian attitude of the GSD when they were in Government. 
This was reflected in a lack of consultation with the Town Planners and with the 
public and in projects being forced through whether the residents of an area liked it or 
not. The decision to knock down the Rosia Tanks and build housing there, instead of 
on a different site, is a case in point. It is true that this kind of consultation and 
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openness can cause delays but the fact is that this was a key theme in the manifesto 
that put us in Government. 
 
Moreover, the Opposition is being economical with the truth in relation to the repairs 
at Harbour Views. They are well aware that these were paid for through an out of 
court settlement and not by the taxpayer. In any case, the Government has found 
that it is now being asked to repair the repairs and no doubt these will also be at a 
considerable cost. 
 
It is also worth pointing out that the Government has already allocated 257 flats since 
coming into office, a number of which were made available as a result of a campaign 
to refurbish flats which had been kept empty under the GSD administration. Plans 
have already been announced for the construction of about 600 flats, some of which 
will be on rental and others will be affordable homes for sale. The mix of flats 
includes a residential block specifically for the elderly in Europort Avenue. This 
shows, contrary to the picture that the Opposition is trying to paint, that the 
Government is moving ahead with its manifesto commitments in the area of housing. 
 
The plain fact is that the GSD inherited a housing waiting list of about 200 persons 
and that there were 1415 people on it when the GSLP/Liberals were elected into 
Government. This is the balance of their fifteen years in office and they cannot get off 
that hook no matter how much they twist the facts in order to cloud the issue. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


